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1 This  brief   essay   is   an   interesting   attempt to   compare   the   royal  palace   in  Telavi
(Georgia)   to   the  no   longer  extant  palace  of   the  Sardār  in  Erevan.  The   former  was
originally founded by King Arčil (r. in K’axeti 1664-1675) and was partially rebuilt by
Erek’le   II   (1744-1798)  when  he  was   still  king   of  K’axeti   only.  On   account   of   the
similarities between this building and Karim Ḫān Zand’s palace in the Arg of Šīrāz, and
given that Erek’le became king of Kartli and K’axeti in 1762 and therefore moved his










the  events  of  the  Russo-Persian  War  of  1826-1828  and  of  subsequent  neglect,  it  was
rebuilt  according  to  the  taste  of  Russian  Orientalism  in  the  1850s,  and  it  was  finally
destroyed   in   1914.  The  Author   relies  upon  drawings  by  Gagarin,  photographs  by
Ermakov  and  a   few   surviving  paintings  by  a   local  artist,  Mirzā  “Kadim”   (Kāẓem?)
Erevani for her reconstruction of the external appearance of the palace and, above all,
of its interior. Koshoridze’s conclusion is that both palaces display a mixture of 18th-
and  early  19th-century  Persian  architectonic  elements  as  well  as  regional   features.
However, her statement that the reconstruction of the Sardār palace “seems to indicate
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(the  dates  of  Teimuraz   II’s  coronation  as  King  of  Kartli  and  of  his  death,   ibidem);







« Two 18th-Century Royal Palaces in Georgia and Armenia ». Journal of Persian...
Abstracta Iranica, Volume 31 | 2011
2
